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Building for the Future
By: Bishop Steven Biegler 

There are encouraging signs of new life in the 
Diocese of Cheyenne.  Several parishes have 
outgrown their facilities, or their buildings need 
significant upgrades, so they are planning to build 
or renovate a church, hall or school.  

I have visited with the clergy and parish 
leadership in the following parishes about their 
plans:  Our Lady of Peace, Pinedale; St. Paul’s 
Newman Center, Laramie; St. Laurence O’Toole 
Church, Laramie; Holy Spirit Parish, Rock Springs; 
St. Christopher Church, Eden; St. Matthew 
Church and John Paul II School, Gillette; St. 
Paul, Sundance; Holy Name School, Sheridan; St. 
Edmund Church, Ranchester; St. Mary Magdalen, 
Worland (project almost completed).  

In conversations with the pastors and parish 
leadership of the communities who have projects, 
I have realized that several of them would benefit 
from professional assistance.  They need help with 
financial planning as well as pastoral planning.  
Some parishes have already worked with a group 
called Leadership Roundtable to help them with 
pastoral planning so that their new facilities are 
more clearly suited to their pastoral needs and 
vision.  

In addition, I have been consulting with a firm 
called PartnersEdge.  They work with Catholic 
parishes or dioceses to provide systemic and 
detailed assessment of their current conditions, 
strengths and challenges.  For example, they 
would work with us to look at growth patterns 
or demographic trends (sacramental trends, 
Hispanic population growth, clergy projections, 
etc.).  Furthermore, PartnersEdge helps 
institutions assess their financial capacity for a 
particular project so that they do not incur debt 
beyond their means.  If we hire this group, they 
will provide valuable support and guidance for 

leadership at the diocesan and parish levels for 
both ordained and lay leaders.

As well as the projects described above, there 
were plans for a larger chancery office prior to 
my arrival.  We do not have adequate space for 
current staffing needs, nor is there sufficient 
storage for important documents.  The search 
for a new facility began under the leadership of 
then-Bishop Etienne.  While Fr. Carl Gallinger 
was the Diocesan Administrator, the Diocese 
had the opportunity to place a bid on the old 
Police Department building in Cheyenne which 
is within one block of the current chancery and 
across the street from St. Mary’s Cathedral.  It is 
an ideal location for both the chancery and the 
Cathedral, which owns the parking lot adjacent to 
the building.  

The City of Cheyenne approved our bid, and 
we closed on the property in August 2017.  For 
now, we are referring to this facility as the 2020 
Capitol Building.  It has a total of 51,000 sq. ft. 
on three levels (basement and two upper floors).  
For the chancery offices, we need about 17,000 sq. 
ft. (or one floor).  The building is very well built.  
However, it will require some renovation before it 
could be occupied.  

Shortly after arriving, I formed a Property 
Advisory Committee to help plan for the use 
of the 2020 Capitol Building.  Over a period of 
six months, we discussed how to best utilize 
the property.  We asked Catholic Charities and 
St. Mary’s Cathedral if they needed extra space.  
Although Catholic Charities is renting office 
space and would like a larger facility, the location 
on Capitol Avenue is not well suited to those who 
access their services.  While St. Mary’s Cathedral 
considered the possibility of using a portion of the 
facility, it is not financially feasible at this time.  

Consequently, I decided it would be prudent to 

utilize the 2020 Capitol Building for five or more 
years, and then make a new determination on how 
the property might best be used.  We are going 
to do a simple renovation of the main floor and 
lease it to tenants, so that it will be occupied and 
generate some revenue.  The upper floor has been 
designated for future occupancy by the chancery.  
However, that may not happen for five years, since 
we do not have the funds for that. I would like to 
learn more about the needs of the diocese before 
remodeling the space, so that the future offices 
would better serve our mission. 

All of these projects are positive signs of lively 
“Building” continued on page 2
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By: Denise Hawkins, Assistant to 
the Director of Stewardship and 
Development

The morning air was a crisp minus 
18. with wind chill, and a fresh 
blanket of snow silenced all but 
the crunch of car tires rolling on 
white streets.  A few cars brought 
the faithful of St. Matthew’s mission 
church in Hulett to Sunday Mass 
at 7:30 am, the only Mass of the 
day. One of those cars also brought 
the priest, Fr. Tim Martinson, who 
had left his rectory in Newcastle, 
Wyoming, nearly two hours before. 
Thus begins every Sunday for Fr. Tim 
as he offers Masses in four locations, 
traveling roughly 180 miles roundtrip 
to serve the Catholic people living in 
Northeast Wyoming.

Fr. Tim is quick to smile, with an 
easy laugh and a gentle demeanor. 
He prepares for Mass with the help 
of a volunteer sacristan and hears 
the confession of a parishioner in a 
small room that doubles as sacristy 
and confessional.  The winter sun 
breaks through the clouds during 
Mass and illuminates the stained-
glass windows over the altar, made by 
local artisans and featuring the Holy 
Spirit as well as a rendition of nearby 
Devil’s Tower.  This small mission 
church is filled with gratitude.  They 
are grateful for a priest who makes 
the two-hour drive every Sunday for 
Mass in all kinds of weather.  They are 
grateful for their charming church 
which is well-cared for and spotless. 
Their welcoming spirit and faith sets 
the tone for the day.

As Mass ends, Fr. Tim hurriedly 
removes his vestments after greeting 
parishioners on their way out. He 
only has an hour to make the 37-mile 
drive to Sundance and prepare for the 
next Mass.  It’s a tall order, particularly 
in bad weather, and it doesn’t allow 
for much more than short greetings 
and a quick inventory to ensure all 
is in order for an upcoming baptism 

on another day.  Each of the four 
churches provides vestments for their 
priest, but he takes his own alb with 

him as he travels. Sometimes his alb 
is not the only thing he brings along.

When weather permits, Fr. Tim has 
been known to bring his dog, Dawson, 
with him for the drive. Dawson, a big, 
lovable golden retriever/lab mix, is a 
hit with people who meet him, and 
he is good company as they travel, 
despite his propensity to sometimes 
jump out the open window of 
the car during Mass and go for a 
neighborhood stroll.

St. Paul’s in Sundance is bursting at 
its seams. The church and attached 
building that housed the religious 
sisters was built in the 1960’s, and also 
served as a rectory when Sundance 
had its own priest.  Now though, the 
small church tells the same story as 
so many small churches in Wyoming. 
The buildings are aging and in need 
of either renovation and expansion, 
or replacement.  Despite these 
challenges, Sundance, like Hulett, is 
filled with a community of faithful 
who take great pride and care of what 
they have. The flavor of the church 
in Sundance is different from Hulett.  
While it is also welcoming and 
friendly, there’s a feel of hardiness, 
tenacity, and determination in the 
people. In fact, during Mass, the 
town is having its annual “Freeze 
Your Fanny” run in the sub-zero 
temperatures, and participation is 
good. 

Sundance and Hulett happen to 
be popular destinations during the 
summer for tourism, the nearby 
Sturgis Motorcycle Rally in August, 
and hunting in the fall. Fr. Tim has 
noticed how surprised and grateful 
visitors are to discover there’s a 
weekly Catholic Mass in Hulett, 
while the extra numbers of visitors 
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Only in Wyoming: A Unique Parish Assignment

“Building” continued from page 2

faith throughout the Diocese.  
However, the number of projects 
is unusual.  In addition, some of 
the proposed projects are large 
undertakings, something akin to 
planting a new church.  They will 
require deep faith and significant 
financial sacrifices.  Yet, these projects 
are not problems to be solved, but 
opportunities to strengthen the faith 
of the local church.  I know this 
from years of experience in building 
projects.  

In virtually every assignment I had 
as a priest, I was involved in building 
renovation or new construction.  I 
have been involved with more than 
a dozen different building projects – 
renovation of churches, remodeling 

rectories or a convent, building new 
churches and halls, and remodeling 
an old monastery and school 
(100,000 sq. ft.) which became the 
Terra Sancta Retreat Center and St. 
Elizabeth Seton Elementary School 
in Rapid City, SD.  All of these 
endeavors resulted in deeper faith 
and stronger faith communities.  

The Diocese of Cheyenne is 
experiencing growing pains.  This 
is an opportunity to invigorate the 
faith and invest in the future.   Please 
pray for the providential guidance of 
the Holy Spirit as our Diocese seeks 
to proclaim the Gospel to future 
generations.

In the December 2017 issue of the Wyoming Catholic Reg-
ister, the photo captions in the article about Br. Brian Zuelke 
referred to his “ordination” ceremony.  Ordination is only for 
deacons and priests; Br. Brian will not be ordained a priest 
until May 2019.  The ceremony in question was a “profes-
sion of vows.”  We apologize to Br. Brian and to our readers 
for the error.

Correction:

“Wyoming” continued on page 3

St. Matthew’s Catholic Church in Hulett

Sun beams through the stained glass during morning Mass at St. Matthew’s in Hulett

Fr. Tim says his second Mass of the day in 
Sundance at St. Paul’s Catholic Church.
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are welcome but also a physical challenge in 
Sundance due to the small size of the church. 
“I’ve never noticed anyone come in and turn 
around to leave because it’s too crowded 
though,” he notes. 

After Mass, a parishioner gives Fr. Tim 
a homemade Green Bay Packers snack 
bowl filled with treats. It’s obvious from his 
interaction with her and others that he is 
well-liked and cared for.  A shorter commute 
time of about 30 minutes to his next Mass 
in Upton allows Father to spend just a little 
more time visiting with parishioners, but not 
much; reconciliation is offered before Mass 
in Upton, too.

Upton is home to St. Anthony’s, another 
older church built in the 1940’s. Upton has 
a larger parish feel, even though it isn’t. 
There are several women who are Franciscan 
Oblates and the youth director often teams 
up with youth group activities in Newcastle.  
Again, this church and its parishioners have 
a different feel than the other two churches. 
While small, the airy church interior lends 
a welcoming air echoed in its people. They 
too, are bursting at the seams, and have no 
space for faith formation classes or activities.  
An older annex to the church offers a small 
kitchen, single bathrooms and just enough 
room for a few tables.  After the 11:30 Mass 
is finished, a once-a-month luncheon is 
served to mass-goers. Fr. Tim’s next Mass 
isn’t until 5:00 pm at Corpus Christ back in 
Newcastle, so he can stay and enjoy lunch 
and fellowship.

The 5:00 pm Sunday Mass at Corpus 
Christi in Newcastle closes the 24-hour loop 
of weekend Masses in four communities, 
which began on Saturday night with Mass 
also in Newcastle at 5:00 pm.  But that 
doesn’t mean the driving is finished.  In fact, 
Fr. Tim is on the road several days a week 
to accommodate everything from parish 
council meetings, extra Masses, holy days 
of obligation, funerals, religious education, 
holy hours and confessions. He spends 
Thursday nights in Sundance so that he can 
have meetings there, then offer a holy hour 
and confession on Friday mornings before 
driving to Hulett for weekday Mass there.  
Even if he’s attending just an hour-long 
meeting in Sundance, it requires planning 
and travel time to and from the meeting.  
Monday is Father’s day off, and he enjoys 
sometimes getting together with his brother 
priests for the day or travel in the Black Hills, 
but adds with a laugh, “I really don’t want to 
drive anywhere!” 

Although in general people in each church 
know each other and have a built-in sense 
of community by nature of their small-
town life experience, building community 
within the churches and with each other is 
still a challenge exacerbated by the lack of 
priests and excess of miles.  Upton offers 
its monthly luncheon, and Sundance has 
a monthly youth Mass as well as monthly 
coffee & donuts after Mass. Hulett did a Bible 
study last summer. Despite the miles and 
busyness of people’s schedules, Sundance 
and Newcastle have hosted summer picnics 
at local recreation areas, inviting those from 
all the mission churches.  However, it’s quite 
a long way to drive for most.

Fr. Tim reflects on the grace he has received 
as part of his challenging assignment.  “First 
and foremost, there’s a lot of good people 
here,” he says with a smile. “They have a great 
desire for faith-based activities and to live 
and know the faith.”  The biggest challenge, 
other than the miles, is the lack of staff to 
help facilitate activities and get programs 
started, especially for youth and young adult 
education and faith formation. 

Deacons Ken Pitlick and Joe Sandrini live 
in Newcastle.  They are both active and help 
out as much as they can.  Deacon Ken does 
homebound visits and communion for the 
community. Deacon Joe directs the diocesan 
diaconal formation program, which takes 
weekend time as well, but he is also active in 
the parish.  Both deacons preach about once 
a month and minister at the state prison 
outside of Newcastle, offering a communion 
service there each Sunday.  Their help makes 
it easier for Father to make it out to the 
missions for Mass. Yet, as the only priest, the 
weekend Mass schedule can be draining after 
awhile. “Some days are better than others,” 
he says, ever cheerfully.

Fr. Tim has now been assigned to “three 
of the four corners” as he says, including 
Cheyenne, Evanston, Gillette, and now 
Newcastle. Growing up in Worland, he was 
first interested in a career in animation. 
He loved the idea of ink on paper and 
creating life and movement with that ink.  
After his confirmation, he began to 
understand that God was calling him 
to lead souls to eternal life, instead of 
making ink come to life.  He feels 
called to journey with people and 
help them experience the life that 
God provides.  He finds it fulfilling 
to see people’s life journeys in each of 
these different communities, but also 
see the unity of being all one Church.

Even with the unique 
characteristics of this assignment, Fr. 
Tim says it’s not that different from 
other parishes he’s served in, in that all the 
clergy he knows and even the chancery staff 
is so dedicated to the Church in Wyoming.  
Although his missions and parish are located 
a long way from the chancery in Cheyenne, 
they have access to, get news from and can 
participate in neighboring diocesan parishes 
and activities.  That neighboring diocese 
would be the Diocese of Rapid City, with 
close proximity to parishes in Belle Fourche 
and Spearfish, SD. Even so, Fr. Tim says the 
church of Wyoming is unique, and those 
parishes on the “outskirts” know they’re 
Wyoming and feel connected in that way. 
There’s a unique pride and joy about what 
it means to be Catholic in 
Wyoming. 

Thank you, Fr. Tim, and 
all our beloved clergy, as 
you continue to minister 
and journey with us, the 
Church of Wyoming, to live 
a life guided by God.

Joanne Engebretson gives Fr. Tim a gift perfect for a Packers fan.

11:30 Mass in Upton at St. Anthony’s, the third of the day.

St. Anthony’s in Upton

Fr. Tim and Dawson



By: Deacon Vernon Dobelmann, Director of Pastoral Ministries

Arranging an annual January outdoor gathering in Cheyenne, Wyoming may 
not seem like the ideal plan, but that is exactly the task undertaken by Laramie 
County Right to Life each year, to correspond with the U.S. Supreme Court 
decision of Roe v. Wade.  It has been forty-five years since the legalization of 
abortion in our country, but the pro-life message is still proclaimed faithfully, 
despite the many obstacles and challenges that confront us.  Nearly 300 people 
gathered this year in Cheyenne on January 13, to march from the Historic 
Depot to the State Supreme Court building heralding the message of life.

The day was filled with prayer, inspiration and generosity.  Catholics gathered 
at the Cathedral of St. Mary to begin the day with Mass.  Bishop Steven Biegler 
was the main celebrant and homilist.  A complimentary breakfast was served 
by the Cathedral Guild immediately after Mass in Hartmann Hall.  A program 
at the depot each year at 11:00 am sets the tone for the march which begins at 
12:00 noon.  After the march we typically hear from a legislator or two as well 
as a few words from the upcoming banquet speaker.  This year we were blessed 
to hear remarks from Representative Sue Wilson and the banquet speaker, 
Lisa Robertson, of Duck Dynasty fame. Lunch then followed at the Knights 
of Columbus Hall.

The banquet in the evening is a fundraiser to continue the pro-life endeavors 
throughout the state.  Cooperation between Right to Life organizations, 
churches, and groups like the Knights of Columbus empowers us to do 
immense good.  We are making a positive difference in the lives of people all 
across the state of Wyoming.

The march serves to keep the pro-life message in front of people.  It is also 
a reminder to each of us that we are called to be people of prayer, study and 
action.  Everything we do must be rooted in prayer if it is to bear abundant 
fruit.  Secondly, we continue to study contemporary issues in light of the Sacred 

Scriptures and the teachings of the Church, so that we clearly understand 
the moral implications of the decisions that we make.  Finally, we live out the 
spiritual and corporal works of mercy in such a way that the dignity and value 
of each human being from conception through natural death is made crystal 
clear.  We are not just pro-birth.  We are pro-life.  We don’t simply march 
and call it good for another year.  We serve others all year long in a variety of 
capacities.  The love of God for all His people is demonstrated clearly through 
the generous works of our hands.  It is much more than marching.

By: Amy Hughes

Forty-five years. Forty-five years can comprise a lifetime, but it also seems 
immensely short in the grand scheme of the history of mankind. Those same 
years have dramatically changed the scope for our nation and its approach 
to the sanctity and dignity of human life; the acknowledgment of our very 
humanness from conception to natural death is not guaranteed in the status 
quo of the laws that govern our land. It is estimated that 75 million people did 
not have the chance even to be born in that time frame--a third of a generation 
gone in just 45 years.

The annual March for Life in Washington D.C. began the year after the 
landmark Roe v. Wade decision. Founded as a response by a concerned group 
of citizens, participation in the March for Life has swelled from a few hundred 
to topping out well over 650,000 in 2013. This year saw a large number of 
pilgrim marchers, with some estimates as low as 70,000 and as many as over

100,000. Gathered in the Monument Mall between the Washington 
Monument and the Capitol Building--waving signs, flags, and banners--the 
crowd seemed to innately share in faith, charity, and especially hope.

“My trip to our capitol was spiritually awakening. I feel like my relationship 
with God grew more in those four days than it has in the past year. I gained 
hope seeing so many other Catholic youth just like me. Seeing so many people 
who believe the same thing I do was relieving and made my heart smile. Other 
times, my heart was hurting. When the women’s march was going on, I saw 
vulgar signs and signs that disregarded the beauty of human life,” said Maddy 
Tillard, a junior in the youth group.

Participating in the annual March for Life pilgrimage from Saint James 
Catholic Church in Douglas were seven youth group members (Claire Cobb, 
Andrea Delgado, Megan Hertz, Parker Hughes, Moira McPherson, Eduardo 
Perez, and the aforementioned Tillard), joined by four adult chaperones. 
Marching was the goal of the trip, but also one of many experiences the 

pilgrims took in on the planned itinerary which spanned several days of 
touring. Also of great importance was the celebration of the Eucharist at both 
the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception and the 
Capital One Center, along with an estimated 20,000 other Catholic pilgrims. 
“Visiting the Basilica was truly a sight to see. I will forever remember the 
spiritual uplift that was given off by the presence of everyone,” said high school 
senior Eduardo Perez. The group toured the National Archives and viewed the 
original founding documents: the Declaration of Independence, the Bill of 
Rights, and of course, the Constitution. Reaching out to witness as people of 
faith, standing up for our values, and giving a voice in the public square are 
all part of the marching experience. We were invited to spend an amount of 
time as Wyoming Representative Liz Cheney’s guests at the Capitol Building. 
This included a personal meeting with our representative, gallery passes to 
witness a pro-life bill being debated on the House Floor and a private tour of 
the building by a member of Cheney’s office staff.

A tour of the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum rounded out 
the pilgrimage. This was an important moment, as it showed the youth and 
adult chaperones what it looks like when the dignity of human life is wholly 
trampled, and what one person is capable of doing to another when he or she 
ignores the gift of creation God sets before us in His loving wisdom. “The 
Holocaust museum was also very heart-wrenching. Learning about it in 
school did not portray how disgusting it actually was. However, seeing how 
many Catholics aided people in that horrible time was beautiful and exciting. 
I could talk about this trip for hours because it was so amazing through and 
through,” concluded Tillard.

The lessons imparted by this pilgrimage will continue to be processed and 
internalized by our youth for a long time. “I have no regrets about saying ‘yes’ 
to this trip. It was very insightful and fulfilling. I hope I get to go again next 
year,” concluded junior Megan Hertz. In your kindness, please pray for these 
teens and for all who stand up for life.
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More Than Marching

March for Life Pilgrimage to Washington

The Knights of Columbus begin the annual Pro-Life March in Cheyenne.
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By: WCR Staff
Be sure to put March 21 on your 

calendar as the Diocese of Cheyenne 
celebrates the Chrism Mass at St. 
Mary’s Cathedral at 5:30 pm.

Bishop Steven will bless the holy 
oils to be used in sacraments by 
priests of our diocese.  These oils 
include the Oil of the Catechumens, 
the Oil of the Sick and the Oil of 
Chrism. The Oil of the Catechumens 
is used in infant baptisms and in 
some preparatory rites for those 
being initiated into the Church.  
The Oil of the Sick is used in the 
sacrament of the Anointing the Sick.  

The Oil of Chrism is different in 
that it is scented with balsam. It is 
also used in baptisms, but where 
the Oil of Catechumens is used 
to anoint the chest of the infant, 
the Oil of Chrism is used in the 
anointing the crown of the head 
of the child.  The Oil of Chrism is 
also used in Confirmation and Holy 
Orders.  When a priest is ordained, 
the ordaining bishop will spread 
Oil of Chrism over the hands of 
the new priest.  When a bishop is 
ordained, the principal ordaining 
bishop anoits the head of the newly 
ordained bishop with the Oil of 
Chrism. When a church or altar is 
consecrated, Oil of Chrism is used 
there as well.

All the priests in the diocese 
attend the Chrism Mass. This 
Mass is traditionally celebrated on 
the morning of Holy Thursday, in 
remembrance of the anniversary of 
Jesus instituting the priesthood at 
the Last Supper.  Due to the long 
distances our priests must travel 
to get back to their parishes, it is 
impractical to expect them to attend 
Mass in the morning, then make it 
back to their parish for Mass on 
Holy Thursday night, which is why 
the Chrism Mass takes place early.  
During the Mass, Bishop Steven will 
call upon the priests to renew the 
sacred promises they made at their 
ordination.  

The oils will be carried to the 
front of the cathedral where Bishop 
Steven will receive them.  He prays 
a prayer of blessing over each of the 
oils. These oils will later be poured 
into vessels which will be taken back 
to the parishes for use throughout 
the year.

Everyone in the diocese is 
welcome and encouraged to attend 
the Chrism Mass. If you have never 
attended this Mass, you should 
consider doing it this year.  

The Cathedral of St. Mary is on 
the corner of 21st Street and Capitol 
Avenue in Cheyenne. 

Chrism Mass to be 
Celebrated March 21

*Lodging not included in registration cost.  Discounted rate of $80 per night includes breakfast
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The Sacred Triduum
By: WCR Staff

“Beginning with the Easter Triduum as its source of light, the new age of 
the Resurrection fills the whole liturgical year with its brilliance. Gradually, 
on either side of this source, the year is transfigured by the liturgy. It really is 
a ‘year of the Lord’s favor.’” CCC 1168

The Sacred Triduum begins with the Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper on 
Holy Thursday, includes Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion, reaches its high 
point in the Easter Vigil and the Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord and 
closes with Evening Prayer on Easter Sunday. 
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www.proximotravel.com      508-340-9370
Hablamos Espanol       855-842-8001
anthony@proximotravel.com Call us 24/7

Prices starting at $2,499 ~ Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE w/Airfare from anywhere in the USA 

Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; France; Portugal; 
Spain; Poland; Medjugorje; Lourdes; Fatima; Ireland; Scotland; England; 
Austria; Germany; Switzerland; Turkey; Our Lady of Guadalupe; Prague; 
Budapest; Greece; Colombia; Brazil; Argentina; Domestic Destinations; 

etc… 
We also specialize in custom trips for Bishops, Priests, and Deacons. 

By: Fr. Cliff Jacobson

Dynamic keynote speakers, 
joy-filled music, challenging and 
practical workshops, fun and 
fellowship marked the 56th annual 
Southwest Liturgical Conference 
Study Week, hosted by the Diocese 
of Cheyenne in January.

The study week brought 425 
people from across the United States 
to reflect on the theme, “Awaken the 
Voice: Sing as One to the Lord.”  It 
marked the 10th anniversary of 
the USCCB document on liturgical 
music, Sing to the Lord: Music in 
Divine Worship.

The study week kicked off with 
ValLimar Jensen, composer, 
recording artist and storyteller, who 
stirred the voice of the gathering 
with song, movement, story and 
celebration.  She challenged the 
church to lift up its voice in words 
of justice and action, in words of 
care and compassion, in words of 
praise and gratitude. She reminded 
all gathered that the primary choir 
and music ministry is the assembly 
gathered.

Bishop Mark Seitz from the 
Diocese of El Paso, drawing from 
Sing to the Lord and history of the 
liturgy, invited all to remember 
that sacred music is a critical and 
necessary part of our liturgical 
worship, and that our singing and 
our worship is our sacrifice of praise.

Dr. Steve Janco, composer and 
liturgical scholar, continued to 
develop the themes presented by 
ValLimar Jansen and Bishop Seitz, 
in his keynote address, “Gathered 
to Sing and Pray:  The People who 
Worship.”  Music and liturgy, he 
said, come to life when God’s faithful 
people gather to pray and sing. 
Liturgy planning and preparation is 
centered on our people as we prepare 
to worship God.  Dr. Janco invited 
ministers and musical leaders to 
work to lead our assemblies to more 
deeply express their faith in song 
and participate in the mysteries we 
celebrate.

The week concluded with Carmen 
Florez-Mansi, vocal artist and coach, 
conductor and liturgy specialist, who 
asked the questions: “In light of Sing to 
the Lord, how do we faithfully and in 
the spirit of inclusion and respect for 

all, meaningfully address the aspects 
of ministry in a culturally diverse 
and multigenerational assembly 
within our parish communities? 
How do we cultivate and honor the 
deep richness that is present within 
our communities in ways that give 
profound meaning to our worship?”  
She challenged the participants to 
work for greater unity among people 
and cultures, honoring the diversity 
among us and being faithful to our 
oneness in Christ.

The study week also featured a 
series of workshops on the Rite 
of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) by Nick Wagner and Diana 
Macalintal, from Team RCIA; a 
day with composer and musician, 
Rudy Lopez; music showcases by 
leading Catholic music publishing 
companies; a concert and workshops 
by composer Marty Haugen; over 
30 vendors and exhibitors; and 
inspirational liturgies and Taize 
prayer.

(Recordings of many of the 
keynotes and workshops are available 
through ncrsusa.com. Click on the 
SWLC link.)

The Southwest Liturgical 
Conference (SWLC) is a liturgical 
organization comprising the twenty-
eight Roman Catholic Dioceses of 
Region X and Region XIII of the 
Federation of Diocesan Liturgical 
Commissions (FDLC) in the states of 
Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas, Utah, 
and Wyoming. Founded in 1962, 
the SWLC reflects the rich Catholic 
heritage of the Southwest present in 
richly diverse multicultural, urban, 
and rural communities.  The purpose 

Southwest Liturgical Conference Held in Cheyenne

Diocese Celebrates Rite of Election 
and the Call to Continuing Conversion 
By: Alanna Leininger, Assistant to the Legislative Liaison 

The Rite of Election for the Diocese of Cheyenne took place on the First Sunday 
of Lent, February 18, 2018, at St. Patrick’s Church in Casper. During the rite, 22 
catechumens publicly expressed to Bishop Steven their desire for baptism. After 
doing so, their names were enrolled in the Book of the Elect. Additionally, 21 
candidates (those already validly baptized) were recognized and prayed over by 
the assembly as, all together, the Elect and the Candidates were sent on to the 
next stage of their faith walk.

These final days of preparation for the Sacraments of Initiation, known as the 
Period of Purification and Enlightenment, include the three Sundays at which 
the scrutinies are carried out, in concurrence with the Year A Gospel readings 
about the Samaritan woman, the man born blind and the raising of Lazarus. 
After the first and third of these Sundays, respectively, a presentation is made, to 
each initiate, of the Creed and of the Lord’s Prayer. 

Let us welcome and offer our prayers for each of these individuals as they are 
received into communion with our Church in their parishes at the Easter Vigil!       

Fr. Hiep Nguyen, Fr. Jason Marco, Fr. Demetrio Penascoza and Fr. Jesryll Intes 
listen to the speaker during the clergy assembly

Bishop Mark Seitz during his keynote address

“Southwest” continued on page 7
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of SWLC is to foster the ongoing renewal of the 
liturgy as expressed in the “Constitution on the 
Sacred Liturgy” and the significant liturgical 
documents of the Church. In collaboration with 
all bishops of Regions X and XIII, diocesan 
directors of worship and other liturgical leaders, 
the SWLC provides opportunities for education, 
formation, and networking. Challenges and 
opportunities for growth extend also to those 

who minister beyond the boundaries of Region 
X and Region XIII.  

The Conference annually offers the study 
week, which will be held next in Houston, 
January 23-26, 2019, and the biannual Hispanic 
Pastoral Musicians Conference (HPMC), which 
will be held during the summer of 2019. More 
information is available at swlc.org.
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Father Cliff Jacobson Receives the Southwest 
Liturgical Conference Faithful Servant Award

By: Richard and Kathy Holland,  
St. Matthew’s Parishioners 

St. Matthew’s Catholic Church was already 
justly proud of its pastor, Fr. Cliff Jacobson, for his 
successful leadership of the Southwest Liturgical 
Study Week held in Cheyenne, Wyoming, January 
16-20. That pride swelled as he was honored at
the closing banquet as the recipient of the most
esteemed Faithful Servant Award.

Out of eight states that comprise the Southwest 
Region including, Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, 
New Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas, Utah, and 
Wyoming, Father Cliff was chosen by the board 
of directors as the 2018 award winner.  The board 
chose Father because of his faithful work promoting 
the importance of music and liturgical renewal in 
the region. The award recognizes leadership in 
the region, not just in his own diocese. His faith, 
leadership, and devotion for twenty years on the 
board of directors has made him an inspiration 
and an encouraging, developmental force in the 
area of liturgy and liturgical music. He has long 
been noted not as just a force, but the builder of a 
body of work and direction that affects individuals, 
parishes, dioceses, and, most importantly the 
Church.

In addition to his board service, liturgical 
ministry and liturgical music work, Fr. Jacobson 
has provided the leadership, organization, drive 
and inspiration for Wyoming to host two study 

weeks for the Southwest region, first in 2004 
and now 2018. Although this speaks volumes 
about Father’s commitment to liturgy, it shouts 
his work ethic, his skills in leadership and his 
spiritually-inspired energy.  It is not difficult for 
a large archdiocese like Galveston-Houston to 
provide for 400-500 people four days of enriching 
workshops that will be of particular benefit to 
their local diocese. Father Cliff crafted it twice in 
the Diocese of Cheyenne, covering an entire state 
with a Catholic population that is less than a city 

elsewhere. Father’s inspiring weeks provided the 
opportunity for liturgical education, formation 
and music, with a lively and wide-ranging 
exchange of ideas among the participants, as well 
as the celebration of liturgy, music and prayer. The 
many workshops, demonstrations, discussions, 
concerts and activities were played out within 
the love and sincere blend of bilingual and multi-
cultural cooperation and Church unity.

A Wyoming native with a bachelor’s degree in 
journalism from the University of Wyoming, Father 
Cliff was ordained in 1996 from St. Paul Seminary. 
Father Cliff has an extensive background in liturgy 
and music, which flows from his love and passion 
developed by the monks of Conception Abbey 
while in pre-theology program.  He also earned 
his Masters of Theology with emphasis in liturgy 
from the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul in 
2000.  

More than 20 years ago and right out of 
seminary, he was immediately recruited by the 
Southwest Liturgical Conference Board to join the 
association.  It was a perfect fit for his passion and 
background.  He has also served as treasurer for 
nine years and provided numerous workshops for 
the study weeks over the years. He is the current 
pastor of St. Matthew’s Catholic Church in Gillette.  

Congratulations, Father Cliff Jacobson, for this 
wonderful honor.  You are truly deserving, and 
you have put Wyoming in the spotlight due to 
your undying devotion to liturgy and music.  

“Southwest” continued from page 6

TOP LEFT: Fr. Greg Labus speaks during his workshop session
LEFT: Patrick Stolz, a Director of Music Ministry, sings during Mass.
ABOVE: Bishop Steven visits with a group of attendees between sessions
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A True Sacrifice
By: Deacon Joe Sandrini, Director of 
Diaconal Formation

“You couldn’t pay me to do that.” 
“Well, we aren’t.  In fact, we’re 

going to charge you.”
“OK, in that case, I’ll do it!”
That exchange comes to mind 

when I think about the men in 
diaconal formation.  They and 
their families are making many 
sacrifices, more than a mere Lenten 
obligation, to engage diaconal 
formation.  And, they are paying 
tuition to do it!

This wonderful group of men 
has no shortage of weight to haul.  
They are married with families, 
and each goes to work every day 
at a secular job.  Then, on top of 
the demands of their primary 
vocation (matrimony) and their 
occupations, we are asking and 
requiring much more.  As such, 
I fear sometimes the obligations 
they bear and sacrifice they make 
to serve God and His people can 
easily slip by underappreciated—
not that any of them are doing this 
for personal recognition, quite the 
opposite.

The load they carry, supported 

by their loving families and 
understanding employers, 
includes five years of monthly 
formation weekends in Casper; 
completion of a college-level 
course every couple of months, 
with all the attendant reading, 
studying, and writing; meeting 
regularly with a spiritual director; 
and participation in supervised 
pastoral ministry outside their 
parishes.  All the while, they are 
expected to build up their prayer 
and spiritual lives and go about the 
duties they had before entering 
formation.  Simultaneously, they 
are trying to figure out if God is 

calling them to a special life, one 
configured to Christ the Servant, 
committed to washing the feet of 
humanity.

This great undertaking is 
something that cannot simply be 
plugged into one’s life, and those 
of one’s family members, without 
much sacrifice.  The “Honey do’s” 
get put on hold, hunting trips 
cancelled, attendance at some kids’ 
functions abandoned, and there 
comes earlier rising and going later 
to bed in order to study and pray.

My guess is, not all of them knew 
exactly what they were getting into 
when they began down this road.  
When I was in their shoes, I sure 

didn’t.  But, it’s funny: when the 
Lord calls you to stretch and give 
of yourself, and one responds in 
docility with faith and trust, it 
brings many graces to lighten the 
load.  

Jesus told us, “My yoke is easy 
and my burden light” (Mat 11:30).  
And, it’s true.  He helps us bear our 
burdens and crosses.  But at the 
same time, Christ did not tell us 
we wouldn’t have to pull our own 
weight.  It’s still there, but so is He – 
and many hands make light work, 
especially when a couple of them 
are the Lord’s.

The load cast upon our diaconal 
aspirants is intended to help push 
them gently, but firmly, into greater 
and greater conformity with Christ 
the Servant and to help them grow 
in holiness as they develop the 
tools they will need to serve their 
communities in word, liturgy and 
charity.

I have passed on to our aspirants 
something said to me by my 
director of formation, and his 
before:  “Men, there lies before you 
a mold of Jesus Christ.  You don’t 
fit that mold right now, and it is the 
work of formation to soften, bend 
and shape you into it.  It’s something 
that will take time, struggle, prayer, 
sacrifice, prayer, determination, 

prayer, love and support, and, did 
I say, much prayer?”

As we find ourselves in this time 
of Lent, please give thanks for our 
diaconal aspirants and what they 
have given up to serve.  Pray they 
may be given the graces needed to 
persist, to become a gift to each of 
us upon ordination.

Many have heard the whisper of 
God’s call.  Some have responded 
and fewer have sacrificed much 
to do His will.  Of those, only a 
few have dual vocations.  These 
are deacons— men who desire to 
pour themselves out to the greatest 
extent possible in love of God and 
neighbor.

Balancing a varied and heavy 
load can be tough—whether we 
set it on a pack horse, haul it in 
a wheel barrow or take up our 
vocation with God’s help.  The men 
pursuing Holy Orders do so simply 
to extend to the world a greater 
level of love and service, in a way 
uniquely supported by God.  In the 
end come great graces, rewards and 
blessings, not only to the people 
deacons serve, but to themselves 
and their families as well.

A recent class with diaconal aspirants and their wives.

Deacon Mike Leman makes a presen-
tation to the diaconal formation class.
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V Encuentro Experience
By: Eva Estorga, Diocesan Regional Hispanic 
Ministry Coordinator

Encuentro is a two-year process of 
missionary activity, consultation, leadership 
development and pastoral discernment in 
parishes, dioceses and episcopal regions 
that culminates with a national event. 
A primary outcome of the Encuentro 
process is to discern pastoral practices and 
priorities to impact the quality of ministry 
among Hispanic/Latino Catholics, under 
the leadership of the U.S. bishops.  

The Diocese V Encuentro took place 
on October 6 and 7, 2017, in Casper.  
We had 123 people in attendance from 
around the Diocese. The V Encuentro 
Experience represents an important step 
in the formation of identity of the Latino 
community of the United States and the Diocese. 
For the Diocese of Cheyenne, where the Latino 
presence has been on the rise in recent years, the 
diocesan Encuentro meant the opportunity to gather 
leaders from the parishes that have been working in 
community formation. It is an important step in the 
way of consolidating the community, strengthening 
the roots of the faith, sharing diverse experiences and 

offering the diocese material for the articulation of a 
Hispanic pastoral that responds to the challenges of 
the Church in these times of new evangelism.  The V 
Encuentro is a formation of awareness of the Latino 
presence in the United States.  

The Regional Encuentro took place in Phoenix, 
Arizona, on February 23-25, 2018. Delegates from 
all dioceses of Region 13 participated. National 
Encuentro will be in Texas in September of 2018.

DIOCESE OF CHEYENNE 
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Mass with Bishop Steven at St. Patrick’s 
in Casper.

Group gathering at the V Encuentro Experience in Casper.

Wyoming Council 
of Catholic Women 
2018 Coinvention
By: Mary Ann Cummins, WCCW

The annual convention for the Wyoming Council of 
Catholic Women (WCCW) will be held on Sunday, 
Sept. 23 and Monday, Sept. 24 in Buffalo, WY at St. 
John the Baptist Church. The convention will begin 
with registration Sunday at 11:00am, followed by tours 
of the area and key businesses. A business meeting for 
the WCCW will occur at 3:30pm, followed by a Mass at 
5:00pm. A happy hour and dinner will follow. A speaker 
will talk during the dinner.
On Monday, the convention will continue with opening 
ceremonies, the memorial for the deceased members of 
WCCW, a speaker, confessions and a Mass before lunch. 
The afternoon will be filled with a fun auction, another 
speaker and a project before the evening banquet. 
The schedule is subject to slight changes, but plan now 
to attend and enjoy fellowship, fun, spirituality and 
education in beautiful Buffalo, beneath the Big Horns! 
Registration forms will be mailed in June to all CCWs, 
individual members and religious of our diocese.



By Matthew Potter, Director of Development and Stewardship
“In all created things discern the providence and wisdom of God, and in all things 
give Him thanks.” - St. Teresa of Avila

This beautiful quote from St. Teresa of Avila epitomizes gratitude.  We are 
grateful to God for all that he gives us, and he gives us all that we are, all that 
we have, and all that we need.

For many years we have been coming to the people of God in Wyoming 
seeking your support for the works of the Diocese of Cheyenne.  In each of 
those years, the people of God – you – have responded with great enthusiasm 
and generosity.  

It is because of your great generosity that we have been able to do the work 
of our Lord for the benefit of people across this great state, and for that we are 
enormously grateful.  

One of the most frequent questions we receive each year during Living and 
Giving in Christ: Unity through Diocesan Ministries is, “Where does the 
money go? What do our gifts do?”

Great question.  Let’s talk about it.
Most of the work of a diocese is done in the background.  In a parish, the 

works of the parish are seen day in and day out.  We see Father at daily Mass, 
at the hospital, at the nursing home, at the high school basketball games.  
There are classes, meetings, Knights of Columbus breakfasts and any number 
of events where the pastor is visible.  There are prayer circles, Bible studies, 
retreats and Lenten parish missions.  We see the vibrancy of parish life each 
and every day, and we give thanks to God for that rich faith life available to us.

But our Diocese?  Many parishioners would be hard pressed to name five 
things the diocese does that affects their lives.  This edition of the Wyoming 
Catholic Register contains a host of examples of the work done by the Diocese 
of Cheyenne— work that acts as the foundation to our faith life.

First is the story on the front page, written by Bishop Steven, discussing 
building projects in our diocese.  Before a shovelful of dirt is turned over, 
the diocese takes a thorough look at the project to make sure it will meet the 

needs of the parish.  There is pastoral planning that is done— meeting and 
discussing of the project with the pastor and lay leadership.  This includes the 
now-and-future analysis done by several departments in the chancery, seeing 
that projects are neither too big to complete nor too small to satisfy the need.  

Financial calculations are made to make sure the project is affordable.  
Fundraising is discussed to make sure the parish has the capacity – and 
the willingness – to enter into, and succeed in, a capital campaign. 
There are experts in the chancery who have many years of experience 
in these endeavors, and our gifts to Living and Giving in Christ: Unity 
through Diocesan Ministries make it possible to bring that expertise to 
the table.

Then there is the story about Fr. Tim Martinson, pastor of Corpus 
Christi parish in Newcastle, and his weekend Mass schedule that 
includes Corpus Christi in Newcastle, St. Paul in Sundance, St. 
Matthew in Hulett, and St. Anthony in Upton. That’s a trip of 176 
miles, each and every Sunday. Fr. Tim’s priestly formation was paid 
for through donations to Living and Giving in Christ: Unity through 

Diocesan Ministries.  He 
receives a reimbursement for the 
miles he drives from a Catholic Home 
Missions grant, obtained through the 
diocesan Office of Development and 
Stewardship.  

St. Matthew’s in Hulett has a sound 
system that was made possible 
by a grant from the Wyoming 

Catholic Ministries Foundation.  
The foundation, while not receiving 
any money from Living and Giving 
in Christ: Unity through Diocesan 
Ministries, is housed in the chancery 
and shares management with the 
diocesan Office of Development and 
Stewardship.  

Deacon Ken Pitlick and Deacon Joe 
Sandrini, both of whom work with 

Father Tim, went through diaconal formation with funds 
from Living and Giving in Christ.  Deacon Joe, in a story 
in this edition of the Register, talks about the current 
group of men in diaconal formation.  He coordinates 
their formation, which, like his class, is paid for by gifts to 
Living and Giving in Christ.  Granted, the men pay some 
tuition, but it is a small portion of the entire cost.

Deacon Ken is the chaplain at the Wyoming Honor 
Conservation Camp in Newcastle.  A program he oversees 
that allows prisoners to see their families, a rare event for 
many of the inmates, was funded through the diocesan 
tithe, which comes from Living and Giving in Christ.

There are two stories about stewardship in this paper, 
too.  Both stories are about remarkable transformations in 
the life of a parish – St. Anthony’s in Casper - and the life 
of a family from St. Anthony’s, Damon and Sarah Green.  
The testimony of the Greens and of some of the leadership 
of the parish is a profound example that there is nothing 
more powerful than an idea whose time has come.  That 

idea – to embrace stewardship as a way of life – was 
borne from the September, 2016 Institute that focused 
on Stewardship.  That institute was funded by 
donations made to Living and Giving in Christ.

The Chrism Mass will be held March 21 at 
St. Mary’s Cathedral.  This is an extraordinary 
event, where Bishop Steven will consecrate the 
holy oils – the Oil of the Sick, the Oil of the 
Catechumens, and the Oil of Chrism – with his 
breath.  The priests of the diocese will all be in 
attendance to receive these oils and take them 
back to their parishes for use during the year.  
The priests will also have a day of reflection 
prior to the Chrism Mass.  The arrangements 
for the day of reflection and the cost of the oils, 
among other expenses, are all paid for by our 
gifts to Living and Giving in Christ.

Finally, there is this newspaper itself.  The staff 
of the Wyoming Catholic Register includes the 
interim editor, Denise Hawkins, who also acts 
as the Executive Assistant to the Director of 
Stewardship and Development; Deacon Mike 
Leman, Diocesan Legislative Liaison; Deacon 
Vernon Dobelmann, Director of Pastoral 
Ministries; Maria Ward, Assistant Director 
of Pastoral Ministries; Alanna Leininger, 

Receptionist/Assistant to the Legislative Liaison; and yours 
truly.  None of us are paid any extra for our duties associated 
with the Register.  Many of the photos are taken by members 
of the staff.  All the salaries of the staff, all the expenses of 
publishing, printing and mailing the Register are paid for with 
gifts made to Living and Giving in Christ.

There you have it.  There are many, many more items funded 
through our gifts to Living and Giving in Christ: Unity through 
Diocesan Ministries.  Take a look at the pie chart nearby, and 
see the breakdown of where all the money goes. Call or write to 
us if you have questions about any of this. We would love to talk 
to you and tell you more of this story.

Our thanks to you for your generous support over the years.  
Your gifts have made all of this – and more – possible.  

As St. Teresa tells us, we see God’s providence everywhere, 
and give him thanks for all that we are and all that we have, and 
he gives us all that we need.  We are grateful to you for being 
instruments of God’s generosity.

Please give generously to Living and Giving in Christ: Unity 
through Diocesan Ministries, and support the good works of the 
Diocese of Cheyenne.
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Living and Giving in Christ: Unity through Diocesan Ministries

Clergy Support -  Forty percent of the funds from Living and Giving in Christ are directed 
towards vocations, seminarian education, clergy and lay institutes, and the offices of the bishop, the 
chancellor and the vicar general.

Administrative Services – This category encompasses the business side of the diocese.  
Twenty-one percent of our gifts go to finance and accounting, benefits, information systems, human 
resources, property and liability insurance, chancery building, bishop’s residence, and investments.

Support of the Universal Church – Much like the parishes support the local Church – the 
diocese – we support the universal Church as well.  Four percent of funds go to the Vatican, the US 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, church associations and dues, and the safe environment audit.  

Parish and School Ministries – Twelve percent of gifts to Living and Giving in Christ are 
destined to fund religious education, young adult ministry, youth ministry, marriage and family 
ministry, respect-for-life ministry, campus ministry, Hispanic ministry, the Office of Worship, and 
catholic schools.

Diocesan Ministry – The Tribunal Office and the Office of Development and Stewardship account 
for twelve percent of the gifts to Living and Giving in Christ.

Outreach – Ten percent of our gifts go to the Wyoming Catholic Register, Catholic Charities of 
Wyoming, the diocesan tithe, weekly TV Mass, mission mileage and Mass stipends.

Clergy Support -  Forty percent of the funds from Living and Giving in Christ are directed towards 
vocations, seminarian education, clergy and lay institutes, and the offices of the bishop, the chancellor
and the vicar general. 

Administrative Services – This category encompasses the business side of the diocese.  Twenty-one
percent of our gifts go to finance and accounting, benefits, information systems, human resources, 
property and liability insurance, chancery building, bishop’s residence, and investments. 

Support of the Universal Church – Much like the parishes support the local church – the diocese – we 
support the universal Church as well.  Four percent of funds go to the Vatican, the US Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, church associations and dues, and the safe environment audit.  

Parish and School Ministries – Twelve percent of gifts to Living and Giving in Christ are destined to
fund religious education, young adult ministry, youth ministry, marriage and family ministry, respect-for-
life ministry, campus ministry, Hispanic ministry, the Office of Worship, and catholic schools. 

Diocesan Ministry – The Tribunal Office and the Office of Development and Stewardship account for 
twelve percent of the gifts to Living and Giving in Christ. 

Outreach – Ten percent of our gifts go to the Wyoming Catholic Register, Catholic Charities of 
Wyoming, the diocesan tithe, weekly TV Mass, mission mileage and Mass stipends. 

(end)
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Holy Family church in Thayne was built with technical and financial help 
from the Diocese of Cheyenne.

Deacon Ken Pitlick,  
Corpus Christi Parish, Newcastle

Deacon Joe Sandrini,  
Corpus Christi Parish, Newcastle

The September, 2016 Institute focused on Stewardship.

Oil of Chrism



By: Cathy Holman and Edith Selby

“As each one has received a gift, 
use it to serve one another as good 
stewards of God’s varied grace.” (1 
Peter 4:10)

In September 2016, Father Kevin 
Barrett, Deacon Dave Johnson, and 
four parishioners from St. Anthony 
of Padua in Casper attended the 
Stewardship Institute in Laramie.  
What initially appeared to be a 
refresher on the giving of time, 
talent, and treasure quickly turned 
into a spiritual event that sent the 
cohort back to Casper on fire.

In the wake of an economic 
downturn that resulted in the loss 
of many jobs and the relocation of 
many parishioners, St. Anthony’s 
leaders realized that its faith family 
was hurting.  Parishioners had 
implemented a stewardship program 
more than a decade earlier and kept 
it alive with only a few key leaders 
whose presence had somewhat 
faded over the years.  However, the 
spirit of tithing remained in place, 
and St. Anthony of Padua had 
faithfully tithed ten percent of its 
income continuously for more than 
a decade.  Now we needed God’s help 
to recreate stewardship as a way of 
life for our parishioners, not as just 
a program.  

At the Stewardship Institute, we 
learned that Christian stewards must 
become disciples of Christ.  This 
includes three particular convictions:

1. Mature disciples make a 
conscious decision to follow Jesus, 
no matter what the cost.

2. Christian disciples experience 
conversion—life-shaping changes of 
mind and heart—and commit their 
very selves to the Lord.

3. Christian stewards respond in 
a particular way to the call to be a 
disciple.  Stewardship has the power 
to shape and mold our understanding 
of our lives and the way in which we 
live.  

In April, 2017, Father Barrett, 
Deacon Johnson, and Edith Selby, 
a Trustee, were able to attend a 
Stewardship Conference hosted by 
Catholic Stewardship Consultants 
(CSC) in Wichita, Kansas.  They 
met parishioners--devout disciples--
whose vibrant visions of stewardship 
had enabled them to accomplish 
many things. The programs they 
created allowed their parishes to not 
only grow spiritually, but to thrive! 

While wondering and praying 
about how St. Anthony of Padua 
could ever get to such a place in 
its stewardship journey, we found 
support at the Diocese and took 
a leap of faith to engage Catholic 
Stewardship Consultants in March, 
2017.  Since then, St. Anthony 
parishioners have regularly heard 
and read about the stewardship way 
of life.  

There have been monthly 
newsletters sent to all registered 
households, a leadership/ministry 
conference held during Lent, 

and a parish survey sent to all 
registered households. There was a 
Commitment Sunday in November, 
when parishioners were asked to 
reflect upon and commit to giving 
time, talent, and treasure.  An updated 
Ministry Catalog was published with 
information on various volunteer 
opportunities, as well as information 
on contact individuals. Finally, a 
Stewardship Committee is in place, 
meeting regularly, with facilitation 
by Vince Mockensturm and Dick 
Williams.  

The seed of stewardship has been 
planted in our parish, and we have 
already begun to see the fruitfulness 
of God’s work at St. Anthony’s. We 
are grateful for the gifts we have 
received and are eager to use them 
to show our love for God and one 
another.

Please keep our parish in your 
prayers, and take a moment to reflect 
on how you can be a disciple of 
Christ in your daily life.
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St. Anthony of Padua,  
A Stewardship Parish

Welcome!

Fr. Kevin Barrett, Edith Selby, and Deacon Dave Johnson at the  
CSC  Stewardship Conference in Wichita, KS

By: WCR Staff

The Diocese of Cheyenne welcomes 
Maria Henschel as Ecclesiastical 
Notary in the Tribunal Office.  Maria 
began her new position the end of 
November assisting the Tribunal Case 
Manager and authenticating all judicial 
acts of the tribunal.

Maria and husband Nathan have three 
children, Noah, Sabrey, and Macy, 
and are members of the Church of 
the Holy Trinity in Cheyenne.  Maria is 
active in music ministry and the faith 
formation program at Holy Trinity.  

Welcome, Maria!  



By: Damon & Sarah Green

We will have been married 20 years this 
coming June!  The Lord has blessed us with six 
children and we attend St. Anthony Church in 
Casper.  We have joined the new stewardship 
committee at our parish and are delighted to 
share a bit of our story with you!  

Stewardship is near and dear to our hearts- 
although it wasn’t always this way.  The story 
began years ago when we moved to Casper and 
joined St. Anthony Church.  At this point in our 
lives, we attended church out of a sense of duty.  
We might have put a few bucks in the collection 
basket here or there.  If I ever volunteered 
(Sarah), I think it was mostly to make me feel 
good about myself. I did grow up in a Catholic/
Christian home, with parents who loved God, 
but I was a lukewarm Catholic.  

But then, we met this spunky, really cool 
couple who challenged us to ask deeper 
questions of ourselves.  They did not preach to 
us, but we knew they were uniquely different 
from other couples in our circle of friends. 
This couple is Cheryl and Randy Farmer who 
are parishioners at St. Anthony’s!  Cheryl and 
Randy embraced us, as they do so many other 
parishioners.  As we spent time with them 
and observed them, we realized that they 
weren’t just showing up to Mass on Sunday as 
something that just had to be done.  

They were passionate about their faith, and 
their faith oozed out into every area of their 
life. We saw love, hospitality, and giving like we had never seen before.  
We were inspired by them to grow in deeper intimacy with Christ and the 
Church.  Cheryl and Randy taught us that growing in intimacy with Christ 
is the greatest gift, and giving back with our time, talent, and treasure is 
a byproduct of that love.  They taught us much about money. They had a 
separate checking account for their tithe money called the “love account.” 
They told us stories of times when they were raising kids and they had no 
money for their own use but they had money to give away because giving 
came first.  

We determined to create a love account for our family, which we would use 
to give to our church, our diocese, and other people in need.  And we’ve never 
looked back.  Our love account has blessed us in so many ways, especially 
by keeping us faithful to tithing on any money we receive.  It is one thing to 
give when there is plenty and quite another to give when times are scarce.  As 
Mark 12:44 states, “For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; 
but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had lived on.”  
Learning to give 10% of our earnings has been hard.  

There were many years when money was limited.  But giving during these 
times changed our hearts in so many ways. Often, after giving to the love 
account, paying bills and taking care of a few basic needs, we had nothing 
left.  But the love account had money!  We would become giddy like children 
discerning a home for that money.  And even though it was tough, there 
was so much confirmation of God’s love, especially during the tough times.  
Giving of your time, talent, and treasure is a life changer and feels risky 
because it requires one to trust.  We get to watch God move mountains when 
we step out in faith and take the risk.  We have chosen to take the risk and 
trust God, and God has provided for our family.

What we’ve learned over the years is that giving of our time, talent, and 
treasure is not just a duty or just something which makes us feel good about 
ourselves.  It’s a way of life.  This is who we are!  The more we grow in intimacy 
with Christ, the more we want to give.  We are so thankful to Cheryl and 
Randy and all the amazing people of St. Anthony Parish who have been a 
witness to our family.
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Finding God’s Love through the Spirituality of Stewardship

The Knights of Columbus gave a Christmas $10 gift 
card to each of the 33 altar servers at St. Anthony 
of Padua Church, Casper, as an expression of 
appreciation for their service to the parish.  The 
servers signed a ‘thank you’ poster which was 
presented to Grand Knight Rick Young by High 
Senior Raphael Gaddis, who is a Mass server. 

The Damon & Sarah Green family
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Interfaith Prayer Service Brings Faiths Together
By: Alanna Leininger, Assistant to the 
Legislative Liaison

The 4th Annual Interfaith Prayer 
Service was held at the Cathedral 
of St. Mary on Tuesday, February 
13, 2018. As in the past, this year’s 
event brought together local 
representatives from various faith 
traditions, many government 
leaders and public officials, 
and members of the Cheyenne 
community, with the intention 
of offering mutual praise to God 
and prayer for the common good, 
followed by a time of food and 
fellowship in Hartmann Hall. 

A song to gather the assembly 
was led by Mr. Thomas Quinlivan 
and accompanied by Rev. Rob 
Spaulding on the organ. Bishop 
Steven gave the opening prayer, 
which was followed by readings 
and reflections presented by 
Rev. Rick Veit, rector of St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Church; Mr. 
Hank Bailey, stake president in 
Cheyenne for the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints; and 
Rev. Shaun Sells, senior pastor at 
Calvary Chapel.

Prayers of intercession were 
offered by Dr. Mohamed 
Salih, imam of the Southeast 
Wyoming Islamic Center; Mrs. 
Eva Estorga, Regional Director 
of Hispanic ministries for the 
Diocese of Cheyenne; Rev. 
Diana Hartman, associate pastor 
at First Presbyterian Church; 
Pastor Rebecca Aardahl of Christ 
Lutheran Church; and Pastor Tom 
Perea from Restoration Fellowship.   

Before the prayer service 
ended, Deacon Mike Leman, 
Legislative Liaison for the Diocese 
of Cheyenne, spoke briefly of his 
appreciation for all in attendance. 
A closing prayer, offered by Rabbi 
Larry Moldo, along with a final 
song, sent forth those who were 
gathered. Members of the Knights 
of Columbus honor guard and 
middle-school students from St. 
Mary’s School guided participants 
to the breakfast reception, 
graciously provided once again 
by the Bishop’s Guild, with the 
assistance of the Cathedral Guild.     Photo by Sharon Mollerus

�e priest is not a priest for himself; 
he does not give himself absolution; 
he does not administer the Sacraments to himself.  
He is not for himself, he is for you.

-St. John Vianney

Pray for vocations to the priesthood
and religious life in Wyoming.

Diocese of Cheyenne Vocations 
www.dioceseofcheyenne.org

Deacon Bryce Lungren Deacon Clark Lenz Linh Vu

Dylan Ostdiek Seth Hostetler Jordan Roberts

Lord Jesus, I trust in you. Lead me and guide 
me in daily decisions.

I give you my life. With your grace and your 
strength, I will follow you always, Amen.
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K

vocations ad.pdf   1   2/9/18   11:38 AM

ABOVE: Members of the Legislature at the prayer service.  
From right to left:  Rep. Mark Kinner, Rep. Bill Henderson, 
Rep. Dan Furphy, Sen. Stephan Pappas,
Rep. Jamie Flitner. Deacon Mike Leman.
RIGHT: Members of the clergy of Cheyenne joined those 
attending breakfast following the prayer service.
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Young Adults Ring in New Year with Fellowship and Mass
An evening of fun, mystery, celebration, and the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass

On New Year’s Eve, the young adult 
Catholics in Cheyenne gathered to 
ring in the New Year through quite a 
unique celebration.  We participated 
in a medieval murder mystery dinner.  
This particular party consisted of those 
in attendance being assigned fictional 
characters, whom we portrayed using 
our best acting abilities at an “event”— 
an arranged marriage of two of the 
assigned persons.  Before New Year’s 
Eve itself, and throughout the course 
of the evening, each of us received 
various bits of information unique to 
his or her character, which revealed to 
us background and potential motives 
(good or ill).  After one of the characters 
in attendance was “murdered” during 
the event, the rest of the evening was 
spent gathering information, by each 
of us talking with the others at the 
party in order to piece together the 

various plots and try to determine 
who the murderer was.  Blackmailing 
and bribery were rampant, and by 
the end of the night, the plot was so 
thick that nobody correctly guessed 
the proper motive behind the murder, 
although one guessed the murderer 
correctly!  This party was a lot of fun 
to participate in and full of laughter, 
as we lived out the plot of something 
seemingly straight from King Arthur’s 
era!  At the conclusion of the party, we 
found our way to downtown Cheyenne 
in order to watch the ball drop in the 
Cheyenne Depot Plaza, with fireworks 
at midnight to usher in the new year 
of 2018.  The whole evening concluded 
with the greatest part, the celebration 
of the Holy Mass at 12:30am, January 
1, in honor of Mary, the Mother of 
God.

By: Fr. Andrew Kinstetter

The Cheyenne Young Adults group who participated in a dinner party  
followed by New Years’ ball drop and early morning Mass on January 1.

By: WCR Staff

Carolyn Etienne, 82, formerly 
of Tell City, IN, passed away 
peacefully on Sunday, January 28, 
2018. She was born July 12, 1935 
to the late Hubert and Agnes 
(Evrard) Voges.

Kay was married to Paul 
Dennis Etienne on June 1, 1957. 
She and Paul were life-time 
members of St. Paul Catholic 
Church in Tell City. 

She was educated at the 
Academy of the Immaculate 
Conception in Ferdinand and 
continued her studies at Indiana 
State University in Terre Haute. 

She was a homemaker and 
mother while raising her young 
family and later served as office 
manager at the State Farm office 
where her husband, Paul, was 
agent until June 1994. She was 
the first female member of the 
Tell City Chamber of Commerce 
and a member of the Daughters 
of Isabella. 

Her large family of origin, 
and her life as wife, mother, 
grandmother and friend, are 
the hallmarks by which she 
will be remembered. She loved 
entertaining and socializing, and 
her home was always open and 
the focus of many celebrations. 
She loved theatre and was a 
cast member in many Tell City 
summer play productions. She 
was an accomplished pianist, 
organist and choir member. She 
enjoyed music, gardening and 
the outdoors. 

She is survived by her husband, 
Paul, and her children: Fr. 
Bernie Etienne, Archbishop Paul 
Etienne, Rick (Connie) Etienne, 

Sr. Nicolette Etienne, OSB, Fr. 
Zach Etienne and Angie (Jim) 
Ward. 

She will be missed by her 
grandchildren: Eric, Elizabeth 
(Cory), Stephanie, McKenzie 
(David), Madison, Luke, Garrett 
and Justin. Her surviving siblings 
include: sisters Sr. Jeanne Voges, 
OSB of Beech Grove, IN and 
Kathy Peabody of Dallas, TX; 
and brothers Hubert “Junie” and 

Jim Voges, both of Tell City, IN. 
She is preceded in death by other 
siblings: Rev. Bernard F. Voges, 
Alice Wahl, Alberta “Butchie” 
Vieck, and David Voges, and 
grandson, Jacob.

The Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated Thursday, 
February 1, 2018 at St. Paul’s 
church in Tell City. 

Archbishop Etienne’s Mother Passes Away
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Celebrating Catholic Education
By: Deacon Vernon Dobelmann, 
Superintendant of Catholic Schools

Catholic Schools Week is an 
opportunity each year to showcase 
the beauty of Catholic education.  
Our schools make good use of this 
week throughout Wyoming.  Here 
are just a few highlights of this year’s 
activities.

Two schools focused their 
attention on “celebrating.”  That is 
an awesome approach to Catholic 
Schools Week because we have 
plenty to celebrate.

St. Anthony Tri-Parish 
School in Casper and St. Mary’s 
School in Cheyenne celebrated 
enthusiastically all week with 
a different focus each day.  

Celebrating the parish, the 
community, the students, the 
nation, vocations, the faculty, staff, 
and volunteers all culminated with 
a grand gesture to celebrate families.  
Catholic education can certainly 
play a vital role in celebrating each 
of those facets of life.  How do 
you conclude a week with all of 
that celebrating?  A chili cook-off 
wrapped up the festivities at St. 
Mary’s School on Saturday.  That is 
a tasty way to end the week.

How about kicking off the 
week with a First Reconciliation 
retreat?  That is what Grade Two 
experienced at Holy Name School 
in Sheridan.  Each day of Catholic 
Schools Week had its own theme 

connected with “Spirit Week.”  
Mass with Bishop Steven, a service 
project, a “thank you” luncheon, 
and a few sporting events set 
the stage for a week of diverse 
experiences.   

Bishop Steven stopped in a little 
early for Catholic Schools Week in 

Riverton and Rock Springs to 
celebrate Mass at each of the faith 
communities there.  This gave them 
a jump-start to the festivities at 
hand.

St. Margaret’s in Riverton had a 
positive spin on the week with a 
simple intent, “Caught You Being 
Good.”  Different types of dress-
up days added a little flair to the 
week while they were watching for 
goodness to happen.

Holy Spirit School in Rock 
Springs continued their support of 
the local Loaves and Fishes Soup 
Kitchen by serving, cleaning, and 
providing seasonal placemats and 
centerpieces.  A little time for fun 
was worked in as well.  A trip to the 
ice arena, pancake breakfast and PJ 
day, career day, and an evening of 

Bishop Steven blesses students’ candles prior to Friday Mass during Catholic 
Schools Week at Holy Name in Sheridan.

Students at Holy Name School in Sheridan

“Education” continued on page 17

Students at Holy Name School in Sheridan



By: Ton Winter, Platte County Record-Times
The Platte County 4-H Building was brimming 

with holiday spirit and scrumptious offerings at 
the first ever, Community Christmas Dinner. The 
function was planned and hosted by the Platte 
County Ministerial Alliance and was free to 
everyone who wished to attend.

The project was first broached to Father Tom 
Kadera, priest of St. Patrick’s Catholic Church, by 
Lanay Meyer, owner of The Pie Tin Bakery and 
Catering. Her vision was to provide a hot meal 
and companionship for the community. Kadera 
took the idea to the Ministerial Alliance and it 
was met with enthusiasm and a committee was 
formed and the planning meetings commenced. 
The food was paid for by donations from various 
individuals, businesses, and St. Patrick’s member 
donations. Meyer volunteered to cook the meal 
and provided enough food for 300 attendees.

“God will take care of it, I don’t have to worry 
about it,” related Father Kadera with a confident 
smile. “A lot of people jumped on the bandwagon 
and helped. I organized it and everyone else did 
the work.”

Kadera went on to explain that when the 
project was being discussed, the question came 
up, “is there a need?” And the answer was 
a resounding yes. Teachers from the school 
remarked that kids were coming to school 
hungry. And no one should have to go hungry on 
Christmas Day. They had special “Goodie Bags,” 
for all the children who attended.

“We could really make this the event of the 
year,” said Owen Toth, excited about volunteering 
for next year’s event. “I can’t wait until next year. 

It will be bigger and better.”
All ages were milling about at the 4-H building. 

Grownups were visiting and enjoying each 
other’s company while younger ones were being 
entertained by a jolly Santa Claus, who looked 
strikingly similar to C.A. Thomas. Mayor Joe 
Fabian was there to join in the festivities as well.

The menu included beef brisket, ham, 
vegetables, rolls and a smorgasbord of sweets. 
Delivery and take-out was offered for anyone 
who couldn’t make it out in the snow. The tables 
were decorated with antlers, pine boughs and 
fresh cranberries. The atmosphere was one of 
happiness, contentment, and a great sense of 
community spirit.

Lifetime Platte County resident Randy King 
was there enjoying the meal with his wife, Getta, 
who jokingly said, “I don’t cook, I burn,” when 
asked why they chose to attend the Community 
Dinner.

“This is what Christmas is all about,” said Mary 
Evans, there with her sister and mother-in-law. 
“Everyone together.”
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Platte County Churches Host Community Christmas Dinner

entertainment at the annual potluck and talent show rounded out the week.
St. John Paul II School in Gillette provided hospitality after all of the Masses at the 

beginning of Catholic Schools Week.  The spiritual endeavors included a school Mass 
as well as a Living Rosary.  Students put on a production of their Soundscapes Radio 
Theater on Friday which 
served as a good prelude for 
Saturday in which Nashville 
recording artist Paul Bogart 
hosted a benefit concert for 
the school at the Gillette 
College Pronghorn center.

“Learn. Serve. Lead. 
Succeed.”  That is what 
Catholic schools empower 
students to do!

Students celebrate 100 days of school during Catholic 
Schools Week at St. Margaret’s School in Riverton

Bishop Steven says Mass at St. Mary’s 
Catholic School in Cheyenne

Getta & Randy King are seated while Audrey Lucas 
pours them some fresh coffee. Father Tom Kadera 
can be seen in the background with a full plate.

Students celebrate 100 days of school during Catholic 
Schools Week at St. Margaret’s School in Riverton

Niibei Prue wears her hair in a 
“doughnut” for Crazy Hair Day 
during CSW at St. Margaret’s School 
in Riverton.

“Education” continued from page 16
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By Fr. James Schumacher

Fr. Robert Rodgers was the chaplain for a 
Marian pilgrimage of people from the Diocese 
of Cheyenne, the largest number coming from 
Holy Name Parish in Sheridan.  I was along 
by Fr. Robert’s invitation and the cooperation 
of Adriatic Tours.  In the weeks leading up to 
the pilgrimage, Fr. Robert was very concerned 
about his father’s medical condition and was 
not entirely sure he dared leave the country.  
He invited me to come along so the pilgrimage 
would have a chaplain if he was unable to go. 
Adriatic Tours agreed to let me tag along for free, 
which was an unexpected offer I could hardly 
refuse. During the trip, Fr. Robert and all of us 
offered prayers for the Rodgers family, and we 
certainly offered these prayers at places that 
seemed to throb with spiritual power.

All trips have their bumps and hiccups, but Fr. 
Robert was certain that these bumps and hiccups 
were all expressions of divine providence. The 
first bump was immediately after our arrival 
in Lisbon, when we were unable to travel to 
Santerem, Portugal, to celebrate Mass at the 
church of that city’s famous Eucharistic miracle. 
Instead, we were able to celebrate Mass at 
Lisbon’s Cathedral, where the sacristans were 
remarkably hospitable.  As the Mass proceeded, 
the congregation steadily grew, although we were 
celebrating in English.  We were impressed with 
Portugese hospitality, with the reminder that St. 
Anthony of Padua was actually born in Lisbon 
(he died in Padua) and was Portugese, never to be 
called Italian.  Note was duly taken.

We went next to Fatima, where the presence of 
spiritual power was almost tangible. People were 
moved to celebrate the sacraments, especially the 
Sacrament of Penance.  I can say that I made one 
of the best confessions of my life there.  Wearing 
his cassock for Fatima, Fr. Robert discovered how 

many pilgrims wanted to talk to a young priest.  
I packed poorly and took along a cassock from 
early in my priesthood, which no longer suits 
my middle-aged girth and was stuffed away for 
the rest of the trip.  My wardrobe malfunction 
aside, the visit to Fatima was perfect, with nearly 
everyone in the group deeply moved, especially 
by the evening candlelight procession and Rosary.

From Fatima we went to Avila, Spain, where 
we visited the convent of the great St. Teresa of 
Avila and celebrated Mass there.  The sacristy 
at Fatima, taken care of by men, had dust in the 
corners and even a few cobwebs.  The sacristy at 
St. Teresa’s convent, taken care of by nuns, was 
immaculate.  Open heart surgery could have 
been performed on its floor.  The chapel where 
we celebrated Mass was immediately next to St. 
Teresa’s cell, and during the Mass, I believe she 
was present - as the Saints always are at Mass!  It 
was as though she herself were whispering to us 

her words, “Let nothing disturb thee, let nothing 
afright thee, all things are passing and God only 
is changeless; patience gains all things.  Who has 
God lacks nothing; alone God suffices.”

Leaving Avila and heading for Lourdes, we 
traveled through the open range of the central 
Spanish Meseta to a midway point at Burgos.  
The central Spanish Meseta is cattle country and 
I could not refrain from pointing out that the 
classic “cowboy” techniques of the American 
West originated in the central Spanish Meseta 
during the High Middle Ages.  Fr. Robert made 
sure we prayed the Rosary every day.  This was 
definitely a Marian pilgrimage.  After celebrating 
Mass at Burgos Cathedral, our group spent the 
afternoon in different ways.  I took an extended 
tour of Burgos’ marvelous Gothic cathedral.  
Most people in the group strolled through the old 
center of Burgos, taking advantage of the perfect 
weather.  Fr. Robert had a beer, enabling him to 
testify that the world’s worst beer may be found 
in Burgos.

From Burgos, we traveled to Lourdes, France, 
passing through the magnificent mountains of 
northern Spain, and getting just a taste of the 
Basque country, from which came the ancestors 

of more than a few Wyoming Catholics.  Our 
evening in Lourdes showed the spirit of our 
group and the hospitality of our hotel in Lourdes.  
One lady in our group took a fall and refused to 
allow that fall to dampen her spirits at all.  Kudos 
to her!  The hotel staff could not have been more 
attentive and helpful to her.

Lourdes is surely one of the most remarkable 
places on earth.  This town of 15,000 has 15,000 
visitors a day from all over the world during 
half the year.  It is a very international place, but 
during our time there it had a delightful French 
feel to it. Every parish, school, and hospital in 
France staffed by Dominican friars and sisters 
was on pilgrimage to Lourdes.  The distinctive 
(and rather elegant) black and white habit of 
the Dominicans could be seen everywhere, and 
there was a holy horde of devout French laity of 
all ages.  I was especially moved by the young 
people who were helping the sick and elderly 
make their pilgrimage to Lourdes.  As Fr. Robert 
and I chatted, he recounted the story of his one 
visit to Paris, where the young priest he was with 
was spat upon in the face (a better man than I, he 
offered thanks for being worthy to suffer insult 
for the sake of the Name).  Here, in Lourdes, we 
saw the other face of France, devout and friendly.

After a brief guided tour of Lourdes, we 
celebrated Mass in a small chapel dedicated to 
St. Joan of Arc then went our separate ways.  
There is much to do in Lourdes for the devout. 
Some of our group bathed in the waters of the 
Lourdes spring.  Everyone gathered some of the 
water, distributed free of charge very efficiently 
by smiling volunteers.  Everyone purchased 
and burned a candle.  It is important there to 

A Marian Pilgrimage

“Marian” continued on page 19

Fr. Robert Rodgers and Fr. James Schumacher 

Montserrat, Spain

Altar of St. Theresa of Avila
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purchase and burn a candle.  Fifteen 
thousand visitors a day is quite 
a burden for the shrine, making 
huge demands on upkeep, and 
those candles are the main form of 
revenue for doing all that upkeep.  
Fifteen thousand candles are burned 
there daily for much of the year, 
on a field across the river from the 
basilica.  The candle stands are 
constructed so that the melted wax 
can be collected and then recycled 
for new candles.  Burning candles is 
a striking form of visual prayer, and 
I was quite caught up in the spirit 

of prayer- caught up enough that 
I didn’t notice I had set fire to my 
breviary.  A helpful and concerned 
volunteer brought my attention to 
this fact.

The afternoon blessing of the 
sick with the Blessed Sacrament 
is one of the sights of a lifetime.  
The gathering of sick people was 
tremendous, a small army of devout 
volunteers helping out.  As the 
Blessed Sacrament was brought to 
them, I knew that He Who once 
made the deaf hear and dumb speak 
was present, with all His love and 
grace.  The evening candlelight 
procession was very moving.  It 
was a perfect night, the best anyone 
could dare ask for in October.  A 
huge crowd prayed and sang in 
French while slowly walking for a 
long time, concluding in front of the 
Basilica singing the Salve Regina.  
As the crowd slowly dispersed, I 
could tell that the people in our 
group were reluctant to drift away.  

They sensed that the Lord and His 
Mother had stopped by.

From Lourdes we went back 
to Spain, to Zaragoza.  The city 
of Zaragoza was getting ready to 
celebrate the annual feast of Our 
Lady of the Pillar, and our group 
visited that magnificent shrine.  I 
was quite edified by the devotion 
the Spanish people there, and by the 
spirit of our group, enthusiastically 
visiting the shrine despite being 
tired from a long bus ride.  Fr. 
Robert was marvelously attentive to 
questions from people in the group.  
While he was talking to some of 

them, I admit I wandered off a 
little and chatted with a Spanish 
gentleman, who gestured at Fr. 
Robert and told me how nice it was 
to see an older priest on pilgrimage 
with his young curate.  Muchissimas 
Gracias!

Very few shrines have bombs in 
them, but the shrine of Our Lady 
of the Pillar has two.  During the 
Spanish Civil War, three bombs 
came through the roof of the shrine, 
landing right next to Our Lady of 
the Pillar, but it did not explode.  
Two of the bombs hang there in 
memory of that day.  It is good to 
recall that, while bombs and guns 
have their say, they never have the 
final word!

At Zaragoza, we received an 
unusual demonstration of divine 
providence.  Most of the people 
in our quite devout pilgrim group 
observe the traditional penance of 
not eating meat on Friday.  It was 
Friday, but the hotel restaurant 

served us steak.  It was late, and we 
wondered what we could possibly 
do as an alternative penance.  Not 
to worry.  That steak was the worst 
any of us had ever encountered and 
trying to eat it was penance enough; 
we were glad to offer it up.

The next day we rode from 
Zaragoza to Barcelona, which is 
a considerable distance.  Happily, 
the trip was broken up by a visit 
to the great mountain monastery 
of Montserrat, which houses the 
national shrine of Catalonia, the 
Black Madonna of Montserrat.  
“Montserrat” means “saw mountain”, 
and the name fits.  The monastery 
is situated on a mountain that leaps 
up abruptly like the tooth of a saw.  
Even on a modern road, the drive 
is a little uncomfortable for the 
acrophobic.  The old monastery 
had been destroyed by French 
troops during the Napoleonic Wars, 
which demonstrated a considerable 
amount of hate, since climbing the 
mountain in those days must have 
been a task.  For us the hardest part 
was simply the crowds.  It seemed 
that a major part of Catalonia’s 
population was visiting that day.  
We were able to celebrate Mass in 
a beautiful chapel, and the Spirit 
moved.  It was a wonderful visit, 
although one member of our group 
started to feel quite sick.  
She endured that with 
admirable patience, and 
I’m sure that our Lady of 
Montserrat helped.  

For Sunday in Barcelona, 
Fr. Robert had planned for 
Mass at the cathedral.  We 
were totally unable to get 
to the cathedral, however.  
For a few days before, 
crowds demanding Catalan 
independence had been 
demonstrating.  On Sunday, 
the loyalists, flying the flags 
of Spain and Catalonia 
together, had their say.  I 
have no idea what public 
opinion polls showed, but 
the vast size of the loyalist 
crowd made it clear that 
Catalonia was far from unanimous 
about independence.  It also made 
it clear that Mass at the cathedral 
was out of the question.  We had 
an evening flight to Rome, and 
Fr. Robert and the hard-working 
tour manager frantically made 

arrangements for a Mass in Rome.  
In the meantime, Fr. Robert was 
determined that we should have 
seafood by the sea in Barcelona.  
There were reservations at a fine 
beach-front restaurant, but for 
awhile it seemed impossible to get 
there, due to a road being closed to 
traffic for a bicycle race.  Patience 
does, however, gain all things, and 
we finally got to that restaurant and 
had the best seafood meal most of 
us ever enjoyed.  Then it was off to 
the airport and Rome.

In Rome we arrived at our 
Catholic hotel, which was 
providential, since it was Sunday 
and we hadn’t yet been to Mass.  
We had Mass in the hotel chapel, 
almost at the very end of Sunday.  
I think we had Communion just 
before Midnight.  It was quite an 
experience.  In one wing of the 
hotel was a huge wedding reception 
which, judging from the security, 
must have involved some fairly 
upper-crust types.  In another wing 
of the hotel were the tired Wyoming 
pilgrims having Mass.  To me, this 
was wonderfully appropriate, the 
Lord Who comes to us at Holy Mass 
having performed His first miracle 
at a wedding feast.

Rome was an adventure in chaos.  
Fr. Robert, having studied six years 

in Rome, did not find it unbearably 
chaotic, and turned in an A+ 
performance as group leader. On 
our first day in Rome we visited the 
great Basilica of St. Mary Major, 
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which was a bit crowded for my taste.  The 
Church of Alphonsus Ligouri, housing the image 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, was more to my 
taste.  I think that our Lady visited all of us there.  
I know that while preaching there I was caught 
up in the Spirit in a way I haven’t felt for quite a 
while. I now have strong devotion to Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help.  Fr. Robert made sure we went 
to the restaurant of which he has fond memories.  
I can see why.  Good call!

The next day was all about St. Peter’s and the 
Vatican.  St. Peter’s Basilica and the Vatican 
Museum were more than enough for one day.  
Getting into the museum was a bit of a trial for 
our fatigued group, in between considerable 
crowds and a scheduling mix up.  This group 
of Wyomingites did not complain, but sharing 
the Vatican Museum with several thousand 
other people was a trial, and the wonders of that 
museum were largely lost on most of us - for 
another trip, perhaps!

St. Peter’s Basilica and its beauty instantly 
refreshed all of us.  Despite all the visitors, it 
is big enough not to feel crowded, and still 
feels like a place of prayer.  Indeed, one of the 
things I strongly recommend at St. Peter’s is 
spending time at the Blessed Sacrament chapel, 

surrounded by lots of people silently praying.  

There one is reminded of what St. Peter’s and 
the Vatican are all about.  Fr. Robert was able 
to celebrate Mass for us at one of the side altars.  
That, too, was a reminder of what, or rather 

WHO, the Church is all about: “Behold, I am 
with you always, until the end of the world.”

The next day we were at a papal audience, 
just us and Pope Francis and 30,000 of his close 
friends.  I’m glad we went.  The members of our 
pilgrimage group were quite thrilled to be with 
Pope Francis.  For myself, nothing compared to 
praying at the tomb of St. Peter.  People might 
smile at this, but I felt Peter’s presence, and he 
gave me a word I treasure. As for Fr. Robert, 
he was delighted to take us for a visit to his old 
seminary, the North American College. It was 
wonderful to see his enthusiasm.  The entire 
group was impressed by the amazing view of the 
city from the top of the North American College.

We left Rome early the next morning for a 
fairly grueling trip back, but that last evening 
in Rome lives in our memory.  We visited the 
catacomb of St. Priscilla, which contains the 
oldest image of our Lady.  There Fr. Robert, 
caught up in holy enthusiasm, led us in singing 
to our Lady.  Singing to Mary before her oldest 
earthly image was deeply moving to all of us, as 
was Mass afterward.  It was the perfect end to 
the Marian pilgrimage organized by Fr. Robert 
Rodgers, and it was deeply appreciated by a 
group of Mary’s children. 

Pilgrims at Fatima
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